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JUDGE JOHN R. SMILEY RECEIVES 
DISTINGUISHED JURIST AWARD 

 
Presiding Judge John R. Smiley has been presented with the Distinguished Jurist 
Award by the Southern California Chapter of the American Academy of 
Matrimonial Lawyers.   
 
The award recognizes outstanding contributions by a judicial officer in actively 
improving the practice of family law.  Recipients must be exceptional in the field 
and highly respected by attorneys and other judges. 
 
Honorees are selected by vote of the chapter’s members after a thorough review of 
the candidates by its board of directors. 
 
The American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers was founded in 1962 to improve 
the practice of law and the administration of justice in the area of divorce and 
family law. The Academy is recognized as the pre-eminent family law association 
in America with more than 1,500 members nationwide.   
 
Judge Smiley has served on the Ventura County bench for over 19 years.  He was 
appointed to the Municipal Court bench by Governor George Deukmejian in July 
1986, and became a Superior Court Judge in June 1998 upon unification of the 
Superior and Municipal Courts. 
 
Judge Smiley has been the Superior Court Presiding Judge since January 2005 and 
was Supervising Judge of the Family Law Division for eight years. He is a former 



Superior Court Assistant Presiding Judge, Municipal Court Presiding Judge, and 
Municipal Court Assistant Presiding Judge.  In 2000, Judge Smiley was named 
Trial Judge of the Year by the Ventura County Trial Lawyers Association. 
 
Prior to his appointment to the bench, Judge Smiley was a partner in the firm of 
Lucking, Bertelsen, Bysshe, Kuttler & Smiley in Ventura, where he practiced 
family, real estate, probate and business law for 13 years.  He is a graduate of 
Princeton University and Southwestern University School of Law.  Judge Smiley 
has taught at the Ventura College of Law since 1986 and is a past instructor at the 
National Judicial College in Nevada.  
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